Weekend Islamic Classes

Weekend Islamic classes have been started at Woodsley Community Centre.
The objectives of these classes are to equip our children with the correct under-
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Remembering Imam Husain

In December 2009, a very successful Scholar’'s Talks event was held at Makkah
Masjid to remember the blessed life of Imam Husain (may Allah be pleased with
him). The event was very well attended. We estimate over 370 people attended
the event.

We invited three prominent UK based scholars who spoke on the theme of
‘lImam Husain’. Imam Husain is the grandson of Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him). In his life time, he faced a very extreme and tyrant person (namely,
Yazid) who wanted Imam Husain to accept him as the head of the Muslim state
and thus grant him justification to continue his tyranny and injustice in the land.
Imam Husain, being part of the noble family of the Holy Prophet, could not ac-
cept an unjust and a bully as the head of the state. Imam Husain was also wise
enough to avoid any direct confrontation with Yazid, as this would have only lead
to loss of innocent lives and anarchy in the society. He was able to propagate
peace and achieve success by being patient and following the true teachings of
Islam.

The event was held on this topic to see what lessons we can draw from the
teachings of Imam Husain and how they could be implemented in our current
climate.

Our first speaker was Imam Hafiz Muhammad Gul (Executive
member of the Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board).

He spoke on the topic of ‘Imam Husain as the Leader of the
Youth'. In his speech he discussed what qualities Imam Husain
possessed that made him the “Leader of the Youth” and how we
can develop those qualities in ourselves. Hafiz Gul also discussed
what practical lessons we can derive from the life of Imam Husain
and how we can implement them in our life.

The main speaker of the event was Shaykh Habib-ur-
Rahman Mahboobi (Chairman British Muslim Forum).

He spoke about ‘Upholding Peace in the Society’. He ex-
plained to the listeners how Imam Husain was able to
achieve peace & harmony in his society against the extremist
W Yazid. He emphasised the fact that today we are still remem-
bering Imam Husain in good words because he led a life of
piety, patience and peace. He propagated the message of
peace to his followers and did not fight against the extremist elements of the
society as it would disturb peace and harmony in the land.

Caring for the World

On 12™ January 2010, a very special event took place at Woodsley Community
Centre. The theme of the event was ‘Caring for the World’. The objective of hold-
ing this event was to highlight the importance of charity and relief work, promot-
ing human and women rights and to celebrate the achievements of charity or-
ganisations and individuals in bringing positive changes to the world that we live
in.

Another important aim of holding such an event at Woodsley Community Centre,
based at the heart of the Muslims communities, was to inspire the Muslim youth
to get more involved in charity and relief work throughout the world. The Muslim
youths must use their time, energies and financial power (if possible) to work
towards the betterment of local communities and to develop safer and better
functioning societies.

Yasrab Shah, a project manager at Muslim Hands (a world-
wide charity organisation) gave a very inspirational and fact-
based presentation. The theme of his presentation was:
Bringing change through relief work. He said that in less
developed countries, people have difficulty in fulfilling basic
human needs. We should thank Allah that He has enabled
us to fulfil our basic human needs. At the same time of
thanking Allah, we must do our best to help others to improve their lives, as well.
He said that in UK, Muslim youth are under-achieving in education and employ-
ment and if the things are to change, then the change must come from within.

The other speaker to grace the event was Samar Minallah, an award winning
Pakistani human rights activist and documentary film maker. She has cam-

- paigned diligently to bestow proper rights to the women of
Pakistan. Samar said that she is very passionate regarding
| the issue of Swara, where a little girl is given to enemy to
| compensate for an act performed by her father. Samar said
that it is important to highlight such issues and bring forward
positive voices against such customs. She said that such
customs are being perpetuated because of status quo, tradi-
tion or in the name of Islam but which have nothing to do with Islam. She said
that in her documentaries, she interviewed religious scholars who categorically
declared that such custom was against the injunctions of Islam.



